[A case of acute pulmonary embolism fourteen days after hysterectomy].
We describe a 54-year-old female with acute pulmonary embolism. She showed a syncope attack and hypotension fourteen days after hysterectomy for uterine cancer. Preoperative echocardiogram revealed that thrombus in the right atrium was coming and going through the tricuspid valve. Emergent pulmonary embolectomy through the sternotomy under cardiopulmonary bypass was performed 4.5 hours after the diagnosis without homologous blood transfusion. Postoperative perfusion scintigram 20 days after the operation showed normal filling of the both lungs except for the localized defect at the distal portion of the right middle lobe. The patient was discharged on the 22nd postoperative day and she has been followed up with anticoagulation therapy. It is essential that we have the opportunity to salvage an otherwise helpless situation by a high index of suspicion and a prompt surgical intervention.